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orced to separate from his sweetheart by
its father, killed his father, killed her and

uimself. One story even described horri-
>Ie mutilations which' had been innlicted
m the Prince by his enemies.
Whatkwas the truth in'all this cloud of

nystery and confusion that surroundet
his notorious tragedy, when I entered the
roclety of those who had known many of
he persons concerned? During the firsi
'ear of my mried life I made the ao
iuaintance of Princess Pauline Metter-
lch, member of a family that enjoyed the

uighest position at the Austrian Court and
ossessed rights of' equality with reigning

iouses.

The Princess had many relations In

France and was alied by marriage to

ny Arst husband, Count Bernard de Pour-

ales. She was a niece of the famous,

Princess Metternich, who had been one of

~he most brilliant figures in Parisian so-
ilety -during.- Napoleon III.'s reign. The~letternichs were one of the proudest fain-
lies of' an, Empire that was noted above
11l others for its ancient blue-blooded aris-
ocracy, and they had figured in court life
or centuries. They had always held such
aigh offices as chancellor, grand chamber.

ain and grand marshal of the court and

ew secrets of Hapeburg history could
ave been concealed from them.
The Princess Pauline Metternich, whom
met, was a frequent visitor to Cannes,
nd in the season of which I write we be-
sine quite Intimate. Now, I felt, was my

~pportunity to obtain some light on the1

larkeat enigma of our time, and one even-

ng_ wnhen the DPrincess was in a cnfiding
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The Crown Prince Rudolph, only son of
Cmperor Francis Joseph and the ill-fated
Empress Elisabeth, was the most dissi
sated member of his family. All the
ereditary evils had set their mark on
aim. Of frail physique, a neurotic, his
ayes blinked and his hands trembled con-itantly. Drinking and other excesses had
ncreased his natural defects. Yet manyiersons thought him very charming.
"Rudolph's greatest misfortune," said
ny informant, "was his marriage to
itephanie, daughter of Leopold, King of
he nelg.a... Teyrnever.. kmew a mc.
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Ir,jphanie. Philip hd;f4W&)@d immoderate.
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Crown Prince
ia eiaustobe
wealth at his 111
=and and was 1i'
youd the reach of
law. rrom his
youth he bad been
noted in Viena for
his shameles pur-
suit of virtue in
high or low podl-
tion and his entire
disregard for the
riglita of husbaada.
His marrag

made no difference
in his conduct, and
within a week he
Mwas engaged ina

ascinadnew affair. The
'macatedC r o w a Princess

w a s unattractive
and Rudolph made no secret of his con-
tempt for her. Her failure to produce a
male heir to the throne added to the mis-
able situation into whica she fell at the
Austrian Court.

Prince Philip of Coburg acted as an in-
termediary for Crown Prince Rudolph in
his iffairs and appeared to find it an en-
joyable occupation.
The Crown Prince employed an army of

creatures to minister to his desires, from
princes down to that strange being, Brat-
flsch, his private cabdriver. It was Brat-
fischs mission to convey women to the
secret entrance which led to the Crown
Prince's apartments in the imperial palace.
Rudolph trusted this man more than ay
of his followers.
Behind the vast old imperial palace in-

Vienna-the Hofbur-as a narrow lane
separating It from te palace of the Ar'ch'-
duke Albert. In the wall of the imperial
palace, In this lane, there was a small iron
door.
Many a fair friend of the Croiwn Prince

was driven to that little door. At a signal
the door opened and the "ezpdoted perbob
was conducted down a long oorridor, up
to the roof of the palace, then over the
roof aAd down again to the Prince's apS
ments in front of the building. 1f.bed
coul.l have followed a missing daughter or
wife in there.

It was in the year before her death that
the Crown Prince cast his fatal eye on the
Baroness Marie Vetsera. She was only
eighteen years old, as lovely and erguisith
a creature I believe as the world had ever
see. Her fath.er, .B arnVte., belan=ad
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to the Hunaprim nobility and her moth
was a member of a Grek famly name

Baltassi, that had acquired great wealj
In Constantinople.
The Vetseras woe known at court, s

the Crown Prince's attention was frst a

tracted to the little Baroness Mario at
fashionable race meeting. He sent me
sages to her and arranged 'a secret me
tag. The poor little girl was complete
fascinated by her imperial lover and fe
deeply in love with him. There were maa
secret readezvous.
The affair became known at court am

caused more excitement than any of tb
Crown Prince's numerous Intrigues. TI
girl was unmarried. very young and i

high position. Her family demanded tim
the Xmperor Francis Joseph should into
veMe and call his son to account. On th
other hand, there was ground for suspee
Ing that Rudolph intended to obtain a 4
vorce from his wife and marry the Baro
ess Marie Vetsera.
My Informants told me that Rudolp

who was a reckless man end on bad term
with his father, intended- to accept th
throne of Hunwgr, which was eager I

ate, from Aatria. 'such a proje
of course, teesn to-the Emperor c

Utuia and might have been punished b
Onth. even thogh the effender we

PrInce.
a before the tragedy of Meye

Prince bad a long inte
Znperor. What passed wo

but it Is certain that tlie o

.nonarch absolutely gommanded bib son

cease his affair with the Baro6ess Mar
Vetsers. There was a dreadful rumor

,vienna that the Baroness was really ti
old Emperor's daughter and that he use

this fact to make sure that his son won
obey his command, but I am informed th
there was no basis for the rumor.
The Crown Prince planned another mea

Ing with his sweetheart. Did he intend
say good-br to her forever or did he i
tend to defy his father and live with hei
No one wil. ever know, for the answer wi
burled in thle grave with the couple.
On that fatal January day Rudolph ask'

an accomprlice, a countess, to help tl
Baroness Marie to get away from the Va
sera palace. This woman asked Marl
with the permission of her moth4r, t9
out for a drive. In the presence ef'ti
servants this woman told the cacmani
drive to a certain jewelry store In Viena
The obliging countess went Into the stor
When she came out the Baroness Mar
Vetera had left-to enter the imperti
palace by the secret door.
On the same afternoon Crown PrIma

Rudolph, with his sweetheart, set out In
great landau, loaded with all sorts of cos
forts, for his luxurious shunting estate
Meyerling.
He hid Invited a party .of gay friend

and bon aivants to join him. 'There wei
achukes and princes of his family as
several lively members of the nobility.
Prtnce Philip of Coburg; I was told, ha

$ust een commissioned by his fathetri
law, m- King'Leopold of Belgium, to p.
quade audolph to separate -from the Ba
oness and cease to humiliate the King
daaghter. On the other hand, the Ba
tassis, cousins of the Baroness Marie, at
lag on behalf of thq Vetiora family, wisba
Rudolph to make some arrangement 1e6
degading to their family.
The' evenig ,was spent In-feasting a'

copious-driakin. Rudolph became wildi
excted end offensive. The Baroness ri
tied to her room. -The quarrelliae we
renewned amnong the men and a vjoles
scuffle took place.
Buddemly a fell ohampagne bete we

hrled aerses the room and struck i
Oten'Prldoe In the side of'the'head. E
fell tolthe,S0er with bis-keed. omplet.'l
beaten' In, great fragments of glass stic1
ing decipinto his brain.
At that moment the door opened and til
DBaeese Marie estered. All the meon 1
the roS wPere bownad together, for the
adali been more or less oeorned in tb
de.*ait here was a love-crased woma
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h A revolver was raised and.11e dt4464

with a outlet through her heed.
4 This .rsion of the tregody, whchwa
t, told tc -t long aM. has recestly be" pub.
a licly -.;onarmod by the former lehduke
5. Leopold Perdinand, a co"in t the m.
t. percr. Leopold Was sa origilA chemate,ty who abandqd.h imperial rash loag be.
ii fore this fall of the Empire and married a
7y actres. ..

scme of the highly placed persms In.
d vpIved in the tragedy told the Rmperwy
is what had happened. He w- so -oyea
o whelmed with hormrw and grief that be
)f Sims-ly gave orders to suppress the details
Lt of the affair as far as possible beae of
r. the disgrafe It would- bring on his , oerial
* house. - That is why. it has awo been '

t. Invo-vO its mystery, and probak dwaeys
.wllbe. ,

. Tt church-bells of Vienna began M toE
when the Crown Prince's death was an.
nour ced. Then the rumor spread that he

a had committed suicide, and they stopped
* ringing. The Emperor sent word' that

thon, was no truth in the rumov dnd they
t tllel again.

of. In order fo conceal the horriblesafy in
y which he had died the Crown Prince's

.0 skull was restored to a natural shape by
means. of was and hair. This work was

, done 6y a well-known court sculptor, ig0
r, In tie confdence of the Emperor. Thus
s prep Lred, the body looked presentable as
d It lay in state for the customary peiod.
a The body was buried In the crypt of the
Is Capuchin Church, where the Hapsburgs
I have be laid .to rest for eight hundred

i years. . Before the body could- be .laced
d there the Emperor had to answer a strange
d old medikeval Ust of qeesesoo.oerning

-the dead. One question was: "Did he
die by his own hand?r The saperor an-
-swered !No" and fohwwed the cOffin alone

A into the vault.
. Th 3n came -another -rObis #r the
?cynkl court oficials ,A Vienna-to hide
the t ote of .Baroness Marie, ge that the E

qourt lotion inight be upheld that ithere4 had b,een no scandal and that Rudolph had
died iccidentally. The Baroness'o mother,

b, Baaroness Helen Vetserar was ordered by
,the Emperor, on the day tile tragedy was'

, known, to go immediately to Venice and
there ,give out a report of her daughter's

* death by drowning. -.
.The details- of .ar eeoret briaI ef'Rarle

, Vetmere have beee given correctly, i be-
* lieve, by Countess .Marie Larlsch, who was

ii e.,Irst cousiR of Crown Prinos.Rudolph.
She war'a daughter by a morganatic mars

e -rlage ot Duke Ludwig of Davarln; brother
a of the Empress Elisabeth of Austria. The
.- Countess Laiech aeted as a btermediary
d,

between Rudolph and& Marie Vetsra, and

she had a better opportunity than anyother person of learning certain detais of
their. tragedy.

C 0.O the day following Marie's
d Count Stnchau ud Alenander P '.

both ineles of Marie, received ordl

4 the Emperor to proceed to Meyet;a
1. the evening. They were takin there

large closed carriag. Tb,hlief o
rsecret police sat beside the moachmanl

s The uncles were taken hito the.

I. room, where Marie's body had been ! i J'n

t. mna tasket. They were informedI that th'e
d -corpe of the Baroness was to b' fully
s dressed and prepared to leek as thio.ut

she wa still living, and then her body w a.

j to be taken to the carriage.
y "You are to support the body," said iho
,. functionary signialcantly, "In- such au way

s as to make it appear that the Barone-'it still lives."
'The poor uncles were forced to take

s part in dress-n up the dead. -They
e smoothed hrheavyhar and pinnedit up
a in a great twist. They washed away the
y blood stains from her faoe. -Dr. ieader-

r.
hofer, the court phyuittaa, ha4' bound up

thae shattered skull with a -lawn bandage,e Ths wroke and (!eent Steckau bound up
ni the w ,und with his black silk cravat.'r

y They dressed her in her dainty undul'

m (t0eund en Meet iesa


